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Group vows to keep workmg
until skate park is financed |

By KANIQUA S. DANIEL
Of The Oakland Press

In hopes of one day hav-

ing a township skate park to
call their own, the Friends of
Milford Skate Park will con-

tinue its fund-raising efforts

Saturday in Central Park.

The non-profit group will
host “$5 Skgte Day” featur- parlis o E;e dto“?:llflp aIllid e
ing skating competitions in Lnos d?nar M 01;1 0‘3 }Sl s
the upper parking lot of the UEGHI G (eI S TEa (e
downtown park from 9 a.m. went to a Friends of Milford
to 5 p.m. Skate Park meeting in

Patrondwill be allowedits January to see what he could
skate all day for $5. Proceeds do tc_ac?elp. He soon became
will benefit the presle
group’s goal of ~—————————  In May, the group
raising $500,000 MILFORD  sponsored the Skatewave
to build a 15.000- ———————— National Demo Tour,
square-foot p’ s T where Skatewave, an
Milford Township _ internationally-recog-

W srrndeliks & dhonk nized manufacturer of recre-
of change, doesn’t it?” said altl gnal équipment, bSrougﬁl :
friends group President Ric %ﬁlt%gqm%ment t(?}er? 1:_1;1
Mueller. “The township did Mot mlﬁrg dnfg,a.r i " d
a feasibility study. It would 9 (;1 o
only cost about $20 per resi- purcTh afsg
dent in the township — but ¢ e friends group kicked
o s o eyt ol find g s
would be to get residents to E0/50 rale and selling bever-

support such a cause.” ;
Mueller’s 15-year-old son
Evan has been skateboard-
ing for about seven years.
Because there are no skate

ages, T-shirts and skateboard
equipment. Participants
skated five hours for free.
Mueller said the idea for a
skate park came about years

ago after the township clerk,
did an informal survey to - |
gauge residents’ interests.
“That survey established ¢
there was a need for a skate
park. It's something people
wanted,” he said. “There isnt
much in the Milford area for.
12- to 15-year-olds to do. As |/
far as organized, structured /-
activities, there is nothing.” |
The group will host anoth-
er fund-raising event in the «
spring, and Mueller said they
will continue to host fund- [
raisers until the money is
gathered f
“Someone needs to stand |
up for these kids,” Mueller &
said. “There’s no doubt we re
going to have a skate park -
here. 'm committed to that.
It’s just a matter of time.” |
Mueller said township offi=:
cials have been supportive
the group’s efforts. They have
raised nearly $8,000 and =
hope to begin construction in-
an area near Milford vﬂlage

“in spring 2007.

The group is also applym&
for grant funding and solicits
ing private and corporate [
donations. Mueller said they
do not intend to use tax dol-|
lars to construct the park or.
maintain it. :




